Liebe Studenten 

Thanks a lot for giving me the opportunity to talk  
HUGO BOSS is a German company located in Baden-Wuerttemberg in a little town called Metzingen, 30 miles south of Stuttgart.

I didn’t have the chance to ask Sandra if she asked me to give a speech about “Sprechen Sie Deutsch – Reasons for learning German” because of the marketing campaign our Bundesland is running at the minute: 
Wir können alles, außer Hochdeutsch. Which translates into: We can do everything, besides speaking proper German?

But anyway I am very happy to be here today and give you my thoughts about why you should consider learning German.
My name is Bernd Hake and I am the Managing Director of HUGO BOSS U.K. and Ireland.
HUGO BOSS stands for fashion and lifestyle in the premium segment across the globe. We are represented in 110 countries and employ around 10.000 employees worldwide. 

For years HUGO BOSS has been one of the market leaders in the premium fashion and luxury goods segment.
HUGO BOSS has been able to double its turnover within the last 8 years, to 1.7 billion Euro. 

Out of our 10.000 employees, 25% work in Germany, 50% in the rest of Europe, of which the UK has 250, 15% work in Americas and the rest works in the very fast growing area of Asia Pacific.
Approximately 40 percent of our employees speak German.
On Board, Director and Head of Department level however, approximately 90 percent speak German.
Knowing German creates business opportunities and improves employment potential with German and foreign companies in U.K. and abroad too. 
German companies like Daimler, Siemens, SAP, Lufthansa, and HUGO BOSS need international employees who speak German and therefore will always prefer a job candidate with German skills if all other references are being equal.

In 2009 approximately 2.000 German companies accounted for 315,000 jobs in the U.K. and British companies have created the same number of jobs in Germany.

Furthermore Germany has the 3rd strongest economy and is the number 2 export nation in the world.

Within the premium and luxury sector however, Germany is market leader in many industries and the label “Made in Germany” stands for quality products all over the world.

From premium cars like Porsche, Mercedes,  BMW to machineries and industrial equipment from Siemens or BOSCH, from pharmaceutical supplier like BAYER to fashion companies like HUGO BOSS, German businesses earn 1 in 3 Euros through export, and 1 in 4 jobs depends on exports. 

Speaking German makes you attractive for these great companies.

But as life is not all about work, I also see advantages on a private level if you start learning German.
To make lifelong friends

"The most important trip you may take in life is meeting people halfway." Knowing other languages effectively increases the number of people on the globe with whom you can communicate. 
In addition to this, learning languages in general increases the understanding of yourself and your own culture.
Knowing another language and culture affords you the unique opportunity of seeing yourself and your own culture from an outside perspective and intercultural experiences have a monumental influence on shaping your identity and heightening your self-awareness. 

With more than 82 million inhabitants, Germany is by far the most populous European nation. 

But not only German residents speak German. It is also an official language of Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, and Liechtenstein.

And it is the native language of a significant portion of the population in northern Italy, eastern Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, eastern France, parts of Poland, the Czech Republic, Russia, and Romania, as well as in other parts of Europe. 
So why not making the efforts and learn this interesting language.

And German-speaking countries have a rich cultural heritage.

Germany is often referred to as the land of "Dichter und Denker" - of poets and thinkers. 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, and Hermann Hesse are just a few authors whose names and works are well-known internationally.

The world of classical music is inseparable from the names of Mozart, Bach, Beethoven, Strauss, and Wagner to name only a few re-known German-speaking composers. 

Philosophy and the sciences would also be unthinkable without the contributions of German speakers. 

The philosophies of Kant, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and numerous others have had lasting influences on modern society. 
Knowing German allows you to access the works of these people in their original language and to fully understand the culture from whence they are derived. 
And last but not least …
To learn German is not as hard as you think. I was able to learn it – so why shouldn’t you?
Thank you very much for your attention.

